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January 2022 - Monitoring of the Situation of Human Rights Defenders 
 
In January 2022, websites were monitored on the issues concerning the information on the safety of human rights defenders and activists in 

Kazakhstan. 

  

Trends: 

 All the protests as of 2-3 January 2022 were peaceful, in all cities. Celebrities Murat Saburov,1 Scriptonite2 called for protests.3   

 Then, a huge crowd of men appeared (they arrived on buses), the provocations, brawls, calls for the seizure of the Akimat began, and then - 

violence started. The gangsters wore camouflage uniforms like police. Therefore, there was no distinction between police and bandits. The bandits 
stopped cars, including an ambulance, and were flipping over vehicles with people inside. They shot those, who did not agree to join them. On 
06.01.2022, the militants stopped the car of the operator Saken Baitov (who was with two guys) and demanded to get out of the car.  Saken Baitov 
did not comply, speeded, and while they wanted to run away, the militants opened the fire and shot them. On January 8, 2022, the children's 

ombudsman Aruzhan Sain notified the media about the shot dead 11-year-old child who was walking with his family down the street in Almaty, 
as well as about a 15-year-old boy who was shot while driving in a car with his father in Almaty. 

 If at first the demands of the protesters were limited to lower gas prices, further, they became demands against corruption and the lack of 

democracy.4 

                                                             
1 Nurlan Saburov is an actor and stand-up comic.  
2 Adil Oralbekovich Zhalelov, origin - Kulmagambetov (Kazakh: Әdil Oralbekuly Jalelov (Kulmagambetov); born June 3, 1990, Leninskoye, Kazakh SSR), better known by his stage 
name Skriptonit (English: Skryptonite) is a Kazakh performer and music producer, founder of the Musica36. First loudly announced himself in 2013 with a video for th e song 
"VBVVCTND," a year and a half later he released his debut album "House with Normal Phenomena," which became one of the most successful Russian-language rap albums in 
2015. 
3 In 2019, in the interview with Yury Dud, Saburov speaks about the repressive political l ife of Kazakhstan, reiterating the word of the Belarus comic Komissarenko that “Russia – it 
is a l iberal lake in comparison to our countries.” (46:00 – 49:22). On January 5, 2022, comedian Nurlan Saburov allegedly was spotted in Almaty and was seen leading a crowd of 
protesters who seized the city hall of Almaty. Despite this information, there are a lot of articles where Saburov and Skriptonit are criticized because none of them have yet spoken 
about the protests and did not support their compatriots in their homeland.  
4 @rukh2k19 in Instagram. In Zhanaozen, there are following demands: 

1) Change if the regime. 
2) Conducting popular elections of Akims of each region, city. 
3) Re-enforcement of the Constitution of 1993. 
4) Prohibition of the persecution of civil activists.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMR9gTPhVHo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMCgOm8GZkHp8zJ6l7_hIuA
https://pikabu.ru/story/komik_nurlan_saburov_byil_zamechen_vo_glave_tolpyi_protestuyushchikh_zakhvativshikh_myeriyu_almaatyi_8739674?utm_source=linkshare&utm_medium=sharing
https://pikabu.ru/story/komik_nurlan_saburov_byil_zamechen_vo_glave_tolpyi_protestuyushchikh_zakhvativshikh_myeriyu_almaatyi_8739674?utm_source=linkshare&utm_medium=sharing
https://lugradar.net/2022/01/340535
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 The police used a cordon, flashbangs, tear gas, and firearms to disperse the demonstrators. The police shot a young guy while  going to the Akimat 

in Atyrau. The Uralsk police shot dead a car driver who refused to give a bribe. 

 The sources of threats to citizens were: 
- Titushky5 in Atyrau (on 01/05/2022 they beat Max Bokaev, and on 01/07/2022, he applied to the DKNB). 
- Criminal gangs (on 07.01.2022 Dikiy Arman and six other people were detained in Almaty). 

- Militants trained by the KNB (the media report the presence of 400 people in the mountains of Almaty). 
- Aggressively citizens (marginal groups from the outskirts and rural areas, young people with a low level of education who grew up in conditions 
of constant unemployment, poverty, and infringement of their rights in Almaty). 

 From 05 January 2022, shooting at citizens has been observed.  

In previous days, for example, in the city of Atyrau, a young guy was shot dead by the police during the seizure of the Akimat. On January 8, 
2022, the children's ombudsperson announced two cases in Almaty - on January 5, 2022, an 11-year-old boy was killed (when he was walking 
with his parents in Almaty). On January 7, 2022, a 15-year-old boy was shot (he was driving with his father). 
- The situation remained calm in the cities of Nur-Sultan, Karaganda, Kokshetau, Petropavlovsk, and Pavlodar. 

- The situation in the cities of Shymkent, Balkhash, Zhezkazgan, and Kostanay has stabilized almost over a day. 
- Several days (including up to January 6, 2021) were required for the authorities to stabilize the situation in the cities of Aktau, Atyrau, Aktobe, 
Uralsk, Semey, Ust-Kamenogorsk, and Kyzylorda.  

 The authorities in the media are silent about the situation in the cities of Balkhash and Zhezkazgan (mining of non-ferrous metals), there were 

strikes. 
- For a long time, pogroms and protests continued in Almaty and Taldykorgan. 

 Due to the lack of ubiquitous Internet access, there is information vacuum. Because many have a cable TV, televisions did not work. 

Besides, in Almaty (On 4 January, at 4 pm, on 05 January – at 2 pm, on 06 January from 00:00 to 4 am in the morning, the mobile Internet was 
blocked, Wi-Fi was working with VPN), Internet access was provided for a couple of hours a day. 
The internet connection was in the following order:  
- In Astana, there was not Internet connection on 5 January 2022, at about 4:15 pm. The connection restored at 2 am from 5 to 6 January 2022. 

- 06 January 2022 - from 17:15 to 19:45.  

                                                             
5) The coming to power of a person outside the system, not from power circles.  

A Kurultai (Kurultai was a political and military council of ancient Mongol and Turkic chiefs and khans.) of Aqsaqal (Aqsaqal or aksakal metaphorically refers to the male elders, the 
old and wise of the community in parts of Central Asia, the Caucasus and Bashkortostan.) was created. At 12 PM, there were about 12K people, they demand restoring mobile 
Internet. The source: @ordakazakhstan. 
5 Titushky are mercenary agents who supported the Ukrainian police force during the administration of Viktor Yanukovych, often posing as street hooligans with the clear purpose 
of performing illegal acts. 
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- 07 January 2022 - from 9 am to 12:15 pm (“In the country,6 the Internet and other types of communication are disabled for the second day, 
people cannot contact their relatives.” For example, in Uralsk,7 like in Astana, there was access only to the home Internet). 

- 08 January 2022 - from 9 am to 3:40 pm. 
- 09 January 2022 – from 8:45 am to 12:00 pm. 
- On January 8, 2022, on Twitter, Joanna Lilis explained that the border with Bishkek is closed, entry to foreigners by land is closed, even to 
journalists. Although in the past, she often used this route when crossing the borders. She cannot return home to Almaty.8 On January 9, 2022, a 

journalist from France, Seryozha Dmitriev, flew to Astana, who left for Almaty on the same day by train.  
- 01/08/2022 on Twitter Vласть reported about the difficulties of accessing their website, three employees established an Internet connection, 
there is information inequality between independent and state-related media, and limitation in data verification.” 

 From 06-07 January 2022, residents of Almaty were left without money, bread, milk, and means of communication (there was no balance on 

mobile phones). 

 Political scientist Dosym Satpayev, in an interview with Petr Trotsenko, referred to the failure to adopt the law on bankruptcy of individuals in 
the last 5-6 years (to solve the problem of credit debt) due to the protection of banks.9 

 On January 7, 2022, a clean-up operation began in Ust-Kamenogorsk, and on January 9, 2022, in Nur-Sultan (in her FB, Ainur Myrzalieva-
Kuyeubaeva announced that she was summoned to Baikonur Police office as a witness under Article 274, part 2, paragraph 3 of the Criminal 
Code. 

 On January 8, 2022, the KNB denied the statement about tapping of calls and messages of Kazakhstanis, about new rules of communication, and 

recording of everything.10 

 On January 8, 2022, a former adviser to Nazarbayev, Yermukhamet Yertysbayev, accused the special services of treason and hiding information 
about the militants' training camps.11 

 The call center received 2,774 calls: looting – 1406 cases, force majeure - 39, block posts - 2, for the support fund for injured entrepreneurs - 3, 
calls from individuals - 1324. 

                                                             
6 Instagram page @azattyq, 07.01.2022  
7 Instagram page @rauluporov, 07.01.2022 
8 @Joannalilis, 08.05.2022 
9 Instagram page @azattyq, 07.01.2022 
10 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022  
11 @Kz_newtimes Instagram page, 01/08/2022, interview for @ atameken.business channel. “The scale of such an attempted coup d'etat, an armed rebellion, is so powerful that it 
was impossible to carry it out without traitors of the highest echelons of power, especially law enforcement agencies. The KNB, which periodically neutralized this or that group, 
the numerous training camps, in the mountains, were silent about this. This is a terrible state crime". 
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 January 10 – Kyrgyz Jazz musician, Vikram Ruzakhunov, allegedly arrested by Kazakh authorities as a foreign terrorist was released. On January 

9, 2022, a man with bruised face shown by Kazakhstani media, identified as the touring performer, was shown admitting to having been paid to 
participate in a protest that led to riots. Concerns were expressed that the clip was recorded under duress.12 On January 10, Ruzakhunov was 
released and returned to Kyrgyzstan. He said after returning that he’d made his “confession” after being told that if he confessed, he’d just be 
deported. Ruzakhunov said he had not been tortured but was injured when Kazakh police arrested him.13 

 
 
 

Data on damages and casualties 
 

Date Killed Detained  Received 
traumas  

Injured  Investigation 
has begun on 

Details  

04.01.
2022 

     Almaty: 

 Akimat, prosecutor's office, Nur-Otan, and presidential residence 
were on fire. 

 Televisions "Eurasia" and " Qazaqstan" has been destroyed.  

 Airport seized 

05.01.
202214 

 
 
 
 

8 law 
enforceme

200 95 Police 
officers  
 
317 injured 

law 
enforcement 

37 
service 
cars 

13 facts of 
violence 
against 
government 

officials, 
hooliganism, 

In Almaty and Aktobe - violent dispersal of protesters began,17 in 
Atyrau18 - seizure of the Akimat. Detainees were released on the night 
of 01/07/2022 in Zhambyl and Semey.19 
 

Almaty: 

                                                             
12 https://www.rt.com/russia/545503-kazakhstan-musician-detained-terrorist/  
13 https://thediplomat.com/2022/01/curious-case-of-the-kyrgyz-jazzman-detained-in-kazakhstan/  
14 : https://24.kz/ru/news/social/item/519985-mvd-rk-za-narusheniya-pravoporyadka-zaderzhany-bolee-200-chelovek, 05.01.2022 г. 10:40 ч. 
17 Instagram page @rauluporov, 06.01.2022. 
18 Instagram page @azamat_qazaq, 07.01.2022. 
19 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 

https://www.rt.com/russia/545503-kazakhstan-musician-detained-terrorist/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/01/curious-case-of-the-kyrgyz-jazzman-detained-in-kazakhstan/
https://24.kz/ru/news/social/item/519985-mvd-rk-za-narusheniya-pravoporyadka-zaderzhany-bolee-200-chelovek
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nt 
employees 
(MIA)15 

officers 
(MIA)16 

and attacks 
on 
government 

buildings. 

Airport is seized (There were 45 people).20 
At the same time, 20K people arrived. 21 It is not clear: security officials 
or militants.  

 
A monument to Nazarbayev was demolished in the city of Taldykorgan.22 
 

In the city of Ust-Kamenogorsk, until 5 am, explosions of stun grenades 
were heard, tear gas was fired. 
Picket in Moscow in front of the Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan: 

Anton Malgazhdarov was detained.23 

06.01.
2022 

In Almaty: 
12 law 
enforceme
nt officers 

were killed, 
and 2 had 
been 

beheaded.
24 

Approx. 
2000 
civilians in 
Almaty28 

 
2298 
people in 

Almaty 
(Khabar24) 

353 
wounded.30 
 
5 civilians in 

Almaty were 
injured 
(according to 

Marat 
Turymbetov) 

Almost 
1,000 
victims 
visited 

hospital
s, 378 
were 

hospitali
zed, 62 - 

 In Atyrau, Mangistau, Aktobe, Kyzylorda regions, railways are blocked, 
25 trains have been canceled.34 
 
The buildings of the House of the Ministers and Akordy is under 

enhanced security. 
 
The protests continue in Aktau.35 

                                                             
15 Instagram page @azattyq, 06.01.2022. 
16 Instagram page @azatty, 06.01.2022. 
20 Based on orda.kz reports. 
21 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
22 Instagram page @azattyq, 07.01.2022, Instagram page @azamat_qazaq, 07.01.2022. 
23 Instagram page @azattyq, 06.01.2022. 
24 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
28 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
30 Telegram channel Dissident. 
34 Instagram page @masamedia.kz, 07.01.2022. 
35 Instagram page @ azamat_qazaq, 06.01.2022. 
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Kyzylorda: 
14 killed in 

pogroms 25 
 
Shymkent: 

head of the 
health 
center - 

there are 
many dead, 
the bodies 

do not have 
time to give 
back. There 
is no exact 

number of 

 
From 
06.01.2022 

Alibek 
Musauli 
from Atyrau 

does not get 
in touch. 
Tulegenov 

Anuar - 
sentenced 
to restraint 

of freedom 
under 
Article 405 
of the 

Criminal 

 
In the 
Kyzylorda 

region, 168 
people were 
injured, of 

which 77 
were 
hospitalize.31  

in 
intensiv
e care.32 

 
50 
service 

cars in 
Taraz.33 

Clashes broke out between the military and protesters, shots of machine 
guns in Almaty .36 
 

In Taraz, the house of the government, main department of internal 
affairs, the police department №1 is burnt down.37 
 

Ten private jets left Almaty (Zhemis Turmagambetova).  
 
In Almaty, cars are burnt and overturned, there are barricades, armored 

vehicles, attacks, looting, Internet is turned off, residents are massively 
withdrawing cash, and payments in cash do not work.38 
 

Hospitals N1 and N7 are surrounded, and protesters demand not to 
provide medical help to police officers.39 
 
Peacekeepers will arrive in Kazakhstan.40 The CSTO troops were headed 

by Andrei Serdyukov, who led the seizure of Crimea in 2014. The transfer 

                                                             
25 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
31 Instagram page @masamedia.kz, 07.01.2022. 
32 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
33 Страница @masa.media.kz в инстаграме, 08.01.2022 г. 
36 This was heard by residents of the Almaty region, and there were sirens and evacuation announcements. TASS published a video in which military men with machine guns were 
cleaning-up the square. Earlier, the police in Almaty reported the death of dozens of protesters and 14 security officials. The fact o f the shooting was confirmed by journalist Anuar 
Daniyarov, activists Marat Turymbetov and representative of the initiative group for the creation of the Democratic Party, Aigerim Toleuzhan (they were in the square). - source: 
Instagram page @azattyq, 01/07/2022 Amir Shaykezhanov also reported @ masa.media.kz, 01/07/2022 
37 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
38 Instagram page @zakon.kz, 07.01.2022. 
39 Telegram channel Dissident. 
40 Instagram page @zakon.kz, 06.01.2022. “The CSTO Collective Security Council, in accordance with Article 4 of the Collective Security Treaty, decided to send the CSTO Collective 
Peacekeeping Forces to the Republic of Kazakhstan for a limited period of time in order to stabilize and normalize the situation.” - Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia, Nikol 
Pashinyan. 
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protesters 
killed, 4 
police 

officers 
were 
beaten to 

death.26 
 
Dozens of 

protesters 
and 
(minimum 

30) and 14 
security 
officials in 
Almaty.27 

Code for 
involvemen
t in the DVK 

party 
(ordinary 
member). 

According 
to his wife, 
the National 

Security 
Committee 
came to 

their home 
and, 
without 
taking off 

their shoes, 
walked 
through all 

the rooms. 
They are 
hiding from 

the police 

of the military troops began on 06 January 2022.41 To guard the state, 
first to arrive are the airborne troops. Military facilities are assisting the 
law enforcement forces of the Republic of Kazakhstan in stabilizing the 

situation.42 
 
Embraer Legacy 650 U35L jet, which departed from the capital, landed 

at Al Maktoum airport in Dubai, UAE.43 
Nazarbayev family’s two private planes Bombardier Global Express 
arrived at the Manas airport of Bishkek.44 

Pickets in Moscow (detained Oleg Kravchenko, Alexander Zimbovsky, 
Elena Sidorenko, Ivan Solovyov, Elmar Rustamov, and Alexander 
Nikolaev).45 

 

                                                             
26 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
27 Instagram page @azamat_qazaq, 07.01.2022. On the night of 06.01.2022, the telegram channels published the video from morgue with dozens of bodies of the dead protesters. 
41 Instagram page @azattyq, 07.01.2022. 
42 Instagram page @azattyq, 07.01.2022. 
43  Instagram page @azamat_qazaq, 07.01.2022. 
44 Instagram page @azattyq, 07.01.2022. 
45 Instagram page @azattyq, 06.01.2022. 
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and do not 
get in 
touch.29  

07.01.

2022 

“26 

criminals 
were 
liquidated”, 

46 47 the 
head of the 
KNB Border 

Academy 
was killed 
in Almaty.48 
 

1 police 
officer and 
3 invaders 

of the pre-

More than 

3K 
individuals 
are 

detained.51 
 
 

In Atyrau, 
authorities 
detained 
Serik 

Utepkalieva
, Askhat 
(anti-

vaxxer) 

“18 armed 

criminals are 
wounded.”53 
 

Dozens of 
protesters 
and 18 police 

officers. 
 
In Almaty, at 
the airport, 2 

militaries 
have been 
killed.54 

 

  On the territory, there is a cleaning-up operation. 57 

Live cartridges are used.  
 
In Almaty: 

The building of TV “MIR” is barricaded.58 
At 18:43, armored vehicles from Nazarbayev Ave. opened fire from 
machine guns.59 

At 21:00, shooting stopped at the New Square.60 
In the afternoon, at the corner of al-farabi and small zheltoksan, the 
police blocked a BMW with armed people, born in 1990 and 1998. They 
had a pistol and a knife. Another group was detained in the Medeu 

region. An apartment with armed people was discovered. Five men were 
detained and a hunting carbine "Saiga" with cartridges, clubs, two 
containers of gasoline, and gold had been abstracted.61 

 

                                                             
29 A phone message from Maks Bokoyev, 09.01.2022. 
46 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 07.01.2022. 
47 Instagram page @_astana_reklama, 07.01.2022. 
48 Instagram page @chp_simferopol, 07.01.2022. 
51 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 07.01.2022. 
53 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 07.01.2022., @astana_reklama  
54 Instagram page @zakon.kz, 07.01.2022. 
57 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 07.01.2022. 
58 Instagram page @chp_simferopol, 07.01.2022. with reference to https://t.me/shot_shot 
59 Instagram page @konstantin_kastitysovih, 07.01.2022. 
60 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
61 Instagram page @kz-newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
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trial 
detention 
center in 

Taldykorga
n.49 
 

30 
protesters 
in Almaty.50 

under 
Article 488 
of the 

Administrat
ive Offenses 
Code.52 The 

family does 
not know 
the 

outcome 
(the duty 
officer 

confirmed 
the names 
in the list of 

During the 
shots on 
Nazarbayev’s 

avenue, 18 or 
20-year-old 
man died. 

The youth 
were 
unarmed.55 

 
2 police 
officers and 

12 invaders 
are wounded 
in 
Taldykorga.56 

In Aktau - plans to resume flights.62 
In Semey and Pavlodar: the situation is taken under the control of the 
authorities.63 

In Astana: wired internet connection is working, about 500 people 
formed Voluntary People's Druzhina64.65 
In Karaganda, Shymkent: the situation is stable.66 

In Kokshetau: Voluntary People’s Guard works together with the police 
to maintain order.67 
 

In Uralsk: 
At 16:00 on five exits of the city armed posts established.68 
 

In Kazakhstan, there will be 2.5K CSTO military personnel (CSTO 
Secretary General Stanislav Zas).69 
 

                                                             
49 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
50 Instagram page @orda.kz, 07.01.2022. with the reference to the head of the independent coordination headquarters, Zhasaral Kuanyshalin. He showed the casings to the 
journalists. 
52 Informed Maks Bokaev on 09.01.2022 by a phone. 
55 Instagram page @azamat_qazaq, 07.01.2022. 
56 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
62 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
63 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
64 Voluntary People's Druzhina - variously translated as Voluntary People’s Guard, People’s Volunteer Squads, People's Volunteer Militia, etc. were voluntary detachments for 
maintaining public order in the Soviet Union similar to the Neighborhood Watch. 
65 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
66 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
67 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
68 Instagram page @uralsk_week, 07.01.2022. 
69 Instagram page @azattyq, 07.01.2022. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neighborhood_Watch
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the 
detainees). 
 

 
Up to 60 
wounded in 

Shymkent. 

Russia sends to the Republic of Kazakhstan an electronic warfare and 
electronic intelligence complex RB-341V "Leer-3" (the information got 
leaked by “Zvezda” (TV channel)).70 

 
An IL-76 military aircraft landed in Almaty. Russian officials allow 
statements that encroach on the independence of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan71.72. 
 
On the night of 07.01, Tajikistan sent 200 servicemen to Kazakhstan 

(they will guard schools, hospitals, social facilities, and they will not 
participate in suppressing the protests). Besides, 150 servicemen from 
Kyrgyzstan arrived on Russian military aircraft. Russians are about 3K.73 

 
Picket in Prague.  

08.01 7 police 
officers,74 

Up to 4K 
detainees, 
including 

216 military 
personnel 
received 

50 units 
of 
military 

 Branches of the Nur-Otan party in the cities of Almaty, Shymkent, Taraz, 
Kyzylorda, and Taldykorgan were destroyed and set on fire. One 

                                                             
70 Instagram page @azamat_qazaq, 07.01.2022. 
71 Instagram page @intergazeta24, 07.01.2022. Zakhar Prilepin, co-chairman of the party "Fair Russia - For the Motherland" stated that "the people who humiliate their law 
enforcement agencies and the army will have to deal with a foreign army and foreign special forces." 
72 Instagram page @konstantin_kastitysovih, 07.01.2022. Member of the State Duma Committee on Security and Combating Corruption from "United Russia," Biisultan 
Khamzayev, called for the occupation of Kazakhstan and annexation of it to Russia. 
73 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
74 1. Slanbekov Rakhat Nurbaevich, 1988 - police captain, Taraz 
2. Kambetov Rinat Talgatovich, 1988 - Chief of Police, Almaty 
3. Asylkhanov Alen Mukhitovich, 1993 - senior police sergeant, Almaty 
4. Erzhanov Erbol Tleubekovich, 1976 - Praporshchik of Justice (Praporshchik - The rank is a non-commissioned officer's and is equivalent to Michman in navies) 
5. Kaysarov Madiyar Orazovich, 2002 - private 
6. Amanov Aybat Erbolovich, 2003 - private 
7 Almasov Nurbolsyn Ganievich, 1994 - junior sergeant of the DP of Zhambyl region. Source, @kz_newtimes on Instagram, 01/08/2022 
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And 26 
civilians.75 
 

“Wild 
Arman” 
 

4404 
civilians, 
from them 

11 – 
organizers 
and 

instigators.
76 
 

Aktobe: 
during a 
night, 22 
civilians 

were 
delivered to 

injuries in 
clashes with 
the crowd (D. 

Abayev79).80 
 
 

26 
wounded.81 
 

10 
employees of 
emergency 

service had 
been injured 
(one of them 
– by gun), 

equipme
nt were 
damage

d, 8 of 
them 
cannot 

be 
restored
.84 

Damage 
to 
business 

78 
billion85 
/86.8 
billion86  

tenge. 

employee of the Zhambyl branch was wounded (Secretary Arman 
Kyrykbaev).89  
 

33 cases of attacks on firefighters’ cars, extinguished 81 fires, 143 people 
has been evacuated from dangerous areas.90 
 

The airports of Almaty, Aktobe, and Aktau have suspended their work. 
On 01/07/2022, Air Astana flights were canceled until 14:00 due to lack 
of internet. 

 
From 08 January, it is planned to resume flights through Aktau - director 
of the airport, Meruert Zholdybaeva.91 

 
Otbasy, Kaspiy, and Halyk Bank will not charge a penalty for a loan delay 
until 01.19.2022.92 
 

                                                             
75 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
76 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
79 The First Deputy Head of the Presidential Administration of Kazakhstan. 
80 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
81 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
84 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
85 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
86 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
89 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
90 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
91 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
92 Instagram page @masa.media.kz, 08.01.2022. 
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the police 
office.77 
 

Aktau: 100 
civilians.78 

Almaty-8 law 
enforcement 
personel,  

Aktobe -2.82 
 
Aktau: 35 

police 
officers had 
been 

injured.83 

 
Damage
d 29 

units of 
fire and 
rescue 

equipme
nt (5 fire 
tanks 

burned 
out, 7 
were 

stolen.87 
 
Kyzylord
a: 10 

state 
instituti
on 

building
s were 

In Aktobe the curfew is from 10 pm to 6 am, 93 in Taraz - from 7 pm to 7 
am. 94 
 

In Uralsk, on 01/08/2022, at 5:20 am, at the checkpoint in the 
Podstepnoye settlement (15 km from Uralsk) a car was stopped. There 
was a grenade, a 12-gauge cartridge, tablets, a phone, and a smart 

watch.95 
 
In the morning of Almaty: shots continue in the center, although not so 

intense, military and special equipment are on duty on Republic 
Square.96 

                                                             
77 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
78 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
82 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
83 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
87 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
93 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
94 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
95 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
96 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
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damage
d, 30 
cars 

were 
destroye
d and 

burned.
88 

09.01 26 civilians, 
18 law 

enforceme
nt (MIA)97 
 
MIA: 7 

border 
police 
officers 

KNB, 5 
employees 
of MIA 

(Photo 
from 

In the 
evening, the 

Minister of 
the Interior 
announced: 
6 thousand 

detainees 
(850 in 
Almaty), of 

which 134 
were in the 
Prison cells; 

516 - 
administrati
ve arrest, 

25 policemen 
were injured 

(20 of them 
in Semey) 

Destroy
ed 350 

police 
cars 105 
 
In East 

Kazakhst
an 
region - 

13 
service 
cars 

 Ministry of Internal Affairs: "To undermine the authority of the 
authorities, the criminals disguised themselves in the uniform of police 

officers and military personnel."106 
 
Almaty: Deputy Mayor Yerzhan Babakumarov - “outbursts of fierce 
resistance.”107 

 
In the Kalkaman microdistrict, in one service station, cartridges, 
ammunition, stolen things - bicycles, TVs, and telephones were 

confiscated. 
 
Zhambyl region: several machine guns and pistols were found.108 

 
The Atyrau prosecutor's office was relocated. Max Bokaev does not 
know where to complain. 

                                                             
88 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
97 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
105 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
106 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
107 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
108 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
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protests in 
TV) 

about 300 - 
detained 
while 

crossing the 
border (139 
wanted to 

leave the 
Republic of 
Kazakhstan 

across the 
border in 
the 

Zhambyl 
region), 125 
criminal 
cases. 

 
5135 
civilians 

detained, 
133 in 
prison cells: 

516-
administrati
ve arrest.98 

4266 
delivered, 

 
 
Picket in Tbilisi.109 

                                                             
98 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
109 Instagram page @azamat_qazaq, 07.01.2022. 
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there are 
foreigners. 
99 In one of 

the villages 
of Almaty, 
100 civilians 

were 
detained.100 
 

More than 
5K 
civilians.101 

 
From 
01/05/2022
, 363 people 

have been 
detained in 
Uralsk, 27 of 

them in the 
police 
"pending 

clarification 
of the 
circumstanc

es." 2 

                                                             
99 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
100 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
101 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
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persons 
detained for 
20 days.102 

 
East 
Kazakhstan 

region - 
about 500 
civilians. 

Kostanay 
region - 650 
civilians 

(220 - 
administrati
ve courts, 5-
15 days of 

administrati
ve 
arrest).103 

 
In the 
Atyrau 

region - 140 
civilians.104 
 

 

                                                             
102 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
103 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
104 Maks Bokaev informed, 09.01.2022. 
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Statements 
 

Date Applicant Link Content  
06.01.2022  ПГС https://civicsolidarity.org/article/1852/joint-statement-members-civic-solidarity-platform-

and-other-ngos-alarming-
situation?fbclid=IwAR2U9QJxlKvUOgNFoS20LOZJFaOe_rShAaU7Xc3iJptzWveUsTz_skmLo00 

Observence of  human rights 

07.01.2022 HRW https://www.hrw.org/ru/news/2022/01/08/380921  On repealing of orders to shoot to kill 
    

 
 

 Chronology 
 
Protests started on January 2, 2022 (In Zhanaozen and Aktau, the protests ended on January 8, 2022). 
Locals gathered in front of the Akimat with the demands of lowering prices on gas (from 120 KZT to 50 KZT). The protests lasted the whole night. 

People from Kurika, Akshukura, and Aktau joined the protesters. On January 3, 2022, Akim of Mangistau region, Nurlan Nogaev, spoke with the 
protesters. The price of the gas was lowered up to 85-90 KZT. 

On 3 January 2022, Tokayev named those responsible for the protests in western Kazakhstan: The Ministry of Energy, Companies “Kazmunajgas,” 
“KazakGas,”110 and instructed the antimonopoly authority in accordance with Article 119 of the Business Code to introduce temporary price on gas 

within 180 calendar days.111 
On 4 January 2022, in Aktau, the special state governmental commission started to work. Later, the president order to lower the price of the gas up 

to 5o KZT in Mangistau region, and in other regions up to 89-90 KZT that angered the drivers of other regions and provoked the wave of protests in 
other regions.  

05 January 2022 the president signed a decree on the resignation of the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

                                                             
110 https://24.kz/ru/news/top-news/item/519974-k-tokaev-nazval-vinovnykh-v-protestakh-v-mangistauskoj-oblasti, 05.01.2022 г. 
111 https://24.kz/ru/news/economyc/item/519981-vremennoe-tsenovoe-regulirovanie-stoimosti-na-szhizhennyj-gaz-vvedut-v-rk, 05.01.2022 г. 

https://civicsolidarity.org/article/1852/joint-statement-members-civic-solidarity-platform-and-other-ngos-alarming-situation?fbclid=IwAR2U9QJxlKvUOgNFoS20LOZJFaOe_rShAaU7Xc3iJptzWveUsTz_skmLo00
https://civicsolidarity.org/article/1852/joint-statement-members-civic-solidarity-platform-and-other-ngos-alarming-situation?fbclid=IwAR2U9QJxlKvUOgNFoS20LOZJFaOe_rShAaU7Xc3iJptzWveUsTz_skmLo00
https://civicsolidarity.org/article/1852/joint-statement-members-civic-solidarity-platform-and-other-ngos-alarming-situation?fbclid=IwAR2U9QJxlKvUOgNFoS20LOZJFaOe_rShAaU7Xc3iJptzWveUsTz_skmLo00
https://www.hrw.org/ru/news/2022/01/08/380921
https://24.kz/ru/news/top-news/item/519974-k-tokaev-nazval-vinovnykh-v-protestakh-v-mangistauskoj-oblasti
https://24.kz/ru/news/economyc/item/519981-vremennoe-tsenovoe-regulirovanie-stoimosti-na-szhizhennyj-gaz-vvedut-v-rk
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05 January 2022. The State of Emergency had been declared first in Mangistau region,112 and later in four other regions. On 06.01.2022 – the State 
of Emergency was declared in the whole country with establishing several restrictions on the use of the Internet, freedom of movement, export of goods, 

and working hours of state and private agencies.113 
In Almaty, seven supermarkets and small shops had been robbed. The cars are set on fire 
05.01.2022 – the Kazakh president requested aid114 from CSTO.115  
06.01.2022 - the chief of the National Security Committee declared introduced a "critical red" terrorist threat level.116 

06.01.2022 – the holidays had prolonged until 17.01.2022 in schools, until 24.01.2022 – in the Universities. 
06.01.2022 - at the Security Council, Tokayev stated that "those who caused the riots in Almaty are terrorists (there is no evidence that these are 

the same people who came out to the streets since 02.01.2022), a counter-terrorist operation should be carried out." 
06.01.2022 - the chief of the National Security Committee Karim Massimov. He was Succeeded by Ermek Saginbayev. 

06.01.2022 г. National bank stopped the functioning of the Banks of the second level.  
06.01.2022 г. An interdepartmental investigative and operational group was created (GP, Ministry of Internal Affairs, KNB, other law enforcement 

agencies). The General Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Kazakhstan began pre-trial investigations into the facts of committing an act of terrorism, 
organizing, and participating in mass riots. 

From 07.01.2022 the President addresses the population of Kazhakhstan. 
07.01.2022 - the President ordered the Government ten urgent tasks.117 
07.01.2022 – Kazakh mobile operators were ordered to give their customers the credits on messages and calls.   
07.01.2022 – The employee of the State Security Committee, Samat Abish has been detained (Nazarbayev’s nephew).118 

07.01.2022- the president introduced the operation “Antiterror,” including exercising shoot-to-kill order. Tokayev blamed “some human rights 
defenders and free media” in destabilizing the situation in Kazakhstan.   

07.01.2022 - “Kaspij” (owned by the family of Nazarbayev) and Khalik started to work. 

07.01.2022 – from 10 January 2022, NIS - Nazarbayev University will start online classes. 

                                                             
112 https://24.kz/ru/news/social/item/519968-khronologiya-protestov-v-mangistauskoj-oblasti, 05.01.2022 г. 
113 Инфографика на странице @azattyq в инстаграме, 07.01.2022 г. 
114 https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhstan-toqaev-unrest-protests-government-resignation/31639961.html, 05.01.2022 г. 
115 CSTO - Collective Security Treaty Organization 
116 Instagram page @KZ_newtimes, 07.01.2022. 
117 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 07.01.2022. 
118 First, orda.kz wrote about this in their Telegram Chanel (After an hour – they deleted the info). https://fergana.media/articles/124571/ 07.01.2022 г. 

https://24.kz/ru/news/social/item/519968-khronologiya-protestov-v-mangistauskoj-oblasti
https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhstan-toqaev-unrest-protests-government-resignation/31639961.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collective_Security_Treaty_Organization#Member_states
https://fergana.media/articles/124571/
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07.01.2022 – In Almaty, peaceful demonstrators brought the placard “we are a common people, we are not terrorists.” After 30 minutes they opened 
fire on them.119  

07.01.2022 - 1st Deputy Head of the Presidential Administration, Dauren Abaev, reported on restoration of the order in all regions of the country.120 
08.01.2022 - Dauren Abaev: “CSTO soldiers do not participate in hostilities, do not engage in the elimination of militants»121 
08.01.2022 – The chief of the National Security Committee Karim Massimov has been arrested.122 
After numerous questions about the whereabouts of Nazarbayev, his press secretary stated that Nazarbayev was allegedly in the capital of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan), but he was severely ill and not able to speak.  
08.01.2022 – the work of banks is restored through mobile services.123 
09.01.2022 – Nazarbayev’s press-secretary stated that Nazarbayev re-signed from the post of country’s security council voluntarily.124 
10.01.2022 – Tokayev dismissed two deputy chairmen of the KNB, Osipov Marat Saparovich, and Yergozhin Daulet Yedilovich. 

10.01.2022 – The day of mourning.  
10.01.2022 - State authorities posted incorrect data on deaths due to a technical error. The information is verifying.125 
More than 7k Kazakh tourist are stuck abroad.  
The body of KNB colonel Azamat Ibraev was found in the courtyard of his house in Astana. The head of the Zhambyl Region Police Department 

shot himself (he was threatened with a tribunal).126 
11.01.2022 - Tokayev said that in several cities in Kazakhstan, local leaders of the national security committee surrendered office buildings without 

a fight, leaving behind weapons and secret documents.127 
12.02.2022 – The material damage to the country – 100B KZT.  

Together with Karim Massimov detained: 
• Abdymomunov Azamat (ex-deputy secretary of the Security Council of the Republic of Kazakhstan) 
• Ergozhin Daulet Yedilovich (ex-deputy chairman, ex-head of the 4th service of the National Security Committee of the Republic of Kazakhstan) 
• Osipov Marat Saparovich (ex-deputy chairman, ex-head of the 2nd service of the KNB. And "other persons" were released) 

                                                             
119 Instagram page @konstantin_kastitysovih, 07.01.2022. 
120 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
121 Instagram page @azattyq, 08.01.2022. 
122 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022, @tvkhabar24 
123 Instagram page @kz_newtimes, 08.01.2022. 
124 Instagram page @azattyq, 09.01.2022. 
125 Tengrinews.kz, 10.01.2022 
126 https://www.instagram.com/kz_newtimes/, 10.01.2022 
127 https://www.instagram.com/101tv.kz/ 11.01.2022 

https://www.instagram.com/kz_newtimes/
https://www.instagram.com/101tv.kz/
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SOME PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES1 2 8  
 

1) An attempt to seize power and vanished trust in a body accountable only to the president. 
President Tokayev believes the event of 2-6 January 2022 is a terrorist attack, although the arrest of the chief of the National Security Committee, 
Karim Massimov, and the nephew of Nazarbayev - Samat Abishev, indicates the coup attempt.  

2) Confusion with numbers.  
The number of the CSTO troops (2,500 out of 3,000 available) is much lesser than the alleged 20,000 militants. In Kazakhstan, there are about 
1.5-1.8 million law enforcement. The Kazakh authorities could maintain order on their own, without violating the rights of peaceful protesters (it 
is not clear why outside help was needed).129 

3) Russia wants to annex Kazakhstan. 
According to available data, the CSTO member countries sent to Kazakhstan their militaries in the following numbers: Tajikistan sent 200 military 
personnel, Kyrgyzstan – 150, and most of the peacekeepers (about 3 thousand) are Russians. Russian politicians speak directly about the accession 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the Russian Federation. 

4) Serious breach of obligations. 
Despite the calls of the international community on the Kazakh authorities to have a peaceful dialogue with the protesters, on January 6, 2022, 
Tokayev publicly issued an order to shoot to kill the militants. It threatened with massive extrajudicial executions (that are under an absolute ban 
under minimum international standards).  

From January 12, 2022, the mass detentions were conducted with complete non-compliance with the procedures established by the Kazakh 
legislation. Lawyers were deprived of the possibility to see their clients on January 3-12, 2022, but on January 12, 2022, they gradually started 
receiving permission to meet with them. 

5) The uniform has confused citizens 

According to the Ministry of Internal Affairs, "the criminals disguised themselves in the uniform of the police and defense." Where did the 
criminals get these uniforms? 

 

                                                             
128 In this chapter, there is a summary of the provided information.  
129 Страница @azattyq в инстаграме, 08.01.2022 г. 
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Arrests and persecution of the HRDs in January 2022. 
 

Arrested  

03.01.2022  
1.Max Bokaev, Atyrau (released) 

2. Asya Tulesova, Almaty (released) 
3. Darkhan Sharipov, Almaty (released) +17 young guys 

 

04.01.2022  

1. Suleimenova Makhabbat, Shymkent 
2. Sanavar Zakirova, Almaty (released) 
3. Sapieva Kuanysh 
4. Zhanbolat Mamay, Almaty (released) 
5. Altayev Nurzhan, Astana (adm arrest) 

 

06.01.2022 
1. Baitov Saken, media cameraman, Almaty (shot) 

 

07.01.2022 
1. Utepkaliev Serik, Atyrau, article 488 of the Administrative Code, arrest for 2 days 
2. Akhmedyarov Lukpan, Uralsk, article 488 of the Administrative Code, arrest for 10 days 
3. Erdanov Takhir, trade union, Aktau (released) 

4. Yeleusinov Amin, trade union, Aktau (released) 
5. Kosshygulov Kuspan, trade union, Aktau (released) 
 

09.01.2022  

1. 1. Myrzalieva-Kuyeubaeva Ainur, Astana, witness under article 274, part 2, paragraph 3 of the Criminal Code (Baikonur UP) 
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2.Sultanbekov Kenzhebek (daughter of Marzhan), in a pre-trial detention center, Semey 
3. Tokmyrza Bolatbek, Karaganda, Pre-trial detention center  

4. Abzhan Makhambet, Astana (disappeared since 06.01.2022) 
5. Orynbasarova Zinat, Atyrau, article 488 of the Administrative Code, fine 
6. Tazhkenova Shattyk, Atyrau, article 488 of the Administrative Code, administrative arrest for 3 days 
 

 

Human Rights Defenders  
 

Макс Бокаев 

Max Bokaev 
On 03.01.2022, detained, found in one of the police departments of Atyrau by Daria Ulzhagalieva. On 04/01/2022 at about 5 pm Max was again at 

the Isatay and Makhambet squares. 01/05/2022 beaten by titushky. 
 

Civil Activists  

 

Aigerim Tleuzhanova 
01/03/2022 detained, awaiting a court hearing in the Turksib police department of Almaty under Article 488 of the Administrative Code, a lawyer 

is needed. 
 
 

JOURNALISTS, BLOGGERS 

 

Vlast, The Village, Uralskaya Nedelya, M. Abzhan's channel in telegram, KazTAG, Orda.kz (editor Gulnara Bazhkenova) 
The websites of publications in Kazakhstan do not open, but through VPN and from Russia - everything works. 
 

Kasym Amanzhol 
On January 4, 2022, in the Zhetysu market in Almaty, the police detained the acting head of the Almaty bureau of Azattyk for filming. The police 

released him after 2 hours. In the police of the Medeu region, he saw about 30 detainees. 

 

Amangeldy Batyrbekov 
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On 03/01/2022, at about 11 pm, unknown men in white masks, one of which had a gauze bandage on his arm, knocked on the door of Amangeldy’s 
house. The journalist's daughter opened the door and they asked her to call her father. On January 4, 2022, unidentified persons shot and wounded the 

son, Dinmukhamed. Near the home of the editor of the newspaper "Saryagash info."  
Now, Dinmukhamed Batyrbekov is in the intensive care unit of the Saryagash regional hospital. The police initiated the criminal case under charges 

of attempted murder.   

In the past, there were several lawsuits against Batyrbekov on charges of "libel" and "insult."130 

 

Darkhan Sharipov 
On 03.01.2022, he was detained together with his 17 friends by the Auezov Regional Police Department of Almaty. He was kept in the police for 

six hours. His iPhone was off, they gave it to him only the next morning. 

 

TRADE UNION ACTIVISTS 

 

Amin Eleusinov, Takhir Erdanov, Kuspan Kosshygulov131 

On January 7, 2022, the International Trade Union Confederation announced about the disappearance of the leaders of the independent trade unions 
of the Mangystau region, as well as the family members of Amin Yeleusinov. On January 8, 2022, they were found (released). 

 

ACTIVISTS OF POLITICAL PARTIES 

 

Sanavar Zakirova  
She was arrested on 04.01.2022 and taken to the Almaly police department in Almaty.132 

 

Zhanbolat Mamay 
On 04.01.2022, the police arrested.133 

 

Mukhtar Mukhametzhanov 

                                                             
130 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31638420.html, 04.01.2022 г. 
131 www.labourcentralasia.org/ru/news/kazakhstan-oscheznovenie-profsoyuznykh-liderov/, 07.01.2022 г. 
132 Страница Марата Турымбетова в фейсбуке, 04.01.2022 г. 
133 Страница Инги Имайнбай в инстаграме, 04.01.2022 г. 

https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31638420.html
http://www.labourcentralasia.org/ru/news/kazakhstan-oscheznovenie-profsoyuznykh-liderov/
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On 01/04/2022, lawyer Gulshat Duysenova reported the detention of veterans from the unregistered El Tiregi party, including M. 
Mukhametzhanova. 

 
 

Legislation 
 
On December 29, 2021, the President signed amendments to the law on religion (which will come into force on January 9, 2022), which made it 

difficult to hold religious events. 
Forum 18 reports: As the regime declares a state of emergency and bans mass meetings in some areas, legal changes from 9 January increase the 

obstacles for holding religious meetings away from state-registered places of worship. Human rights defenders such as the Kazakhstan International 
Bureau for Human Rights and the Rule of Law have documented the regime's already severe restrictions on the right of peaceful assembly and to hold 
demonstrations. Orthodox Christmas night services (due on 6/7 January) in state of emergency areas have been cancelled.134 

With the adoption of the new Religion Law amendments, state-registered religious communities are now required to: 

- seek permission for such events from local administrations at least 10 working days in advance. 
- and provide precise and exhaustive detail about the proposed event, some of which the religious community will find difficult to provide in 

advance. The precise details required include the date, start and end time, how people will get there, whether loudspeakers will be used, and how many 
vehicles will be used as well as their travel route (see more information in the Forum 18’s article). 

 

                                                             
134 https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2709  

https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2709

