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Conaress of the United States
B ashington, B 20515

September 9, 2002

The Honorable Colin Powell
Secretary of State

State Department

2201 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Powell:

We would like to bring to your attention the case of Dr. Yang J ianli a legal 1J.S. resident
and chairman of the Boston-based Foundation for China in the 21st Century, who has
been detained by Chinese authonities since late April. On behalf of Dr. Yang's wife and
children, who are American citizens residing in Massachusefts, we would appreciate your
assistance in having the Department continue to discuss this case with the Chinese
government, especially in the contest of increased commuirications leading to the
upcoming visit of President Jiang Zemin.

A number of members of Congress have already written to the Chinese government
requesting its compliance with its own laws regarding notification to the family detailing
the charges and location of the detainee. This notification is necessary in order to retain
jegal counsel in China. Despite these requests, as of the time of this letter, the family has
stil] mot been notified of Dr. Yang's status and they have not heen allowed to see him.

Dr. Yang is a leading scholar of Chinese democratic constitutional theory and a persistent
advocaie for democracy and the rule of law in China. He has also testified before the
U.S. Senate and House of Representatives on Chinese human rights violations. We are
concerned that the Chinese Gavernment's treatment of Dr. Yang in denying him the due
process required under its laws may be based in part on his past criticism of the Chinese
sovernment and his advocacy for reform. o

We strongly urge the Department to continue to press the Chinese government with
regard to Dr. Yang's case so that he can be reunited with his family in Massachusetts
And we would appreciate any efforts on your behalf to encourage the Chinese
government to provide Dr. Yang's family with the notification required under Chinese
law and to allow Dr. Yang access to a lawyer and fatily bers. :
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