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FREEDOM NOW HAILS CALL OF 53 MEMBERS OF U.S. HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES URGING IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF AMERICAN 

NYI NYI AUNG IMPRISONED IN BURMA 
 

WASHINGTON: A bipartisan group of 53 members of the United States House of 
Representatives, led by Chairman Howard Berman (D-CA) of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee and Rep. Frank Wolf (R-VA), Co-Chair of the Tom Lantos 
Human Rights Commission, has urged Burma’s junta leader Than Shwe  to 
immediately release American and Gaithersburg, Maryland resident Nyi Nyi Aung.  
In the letter, dated yesterday and attached, the Congressmen declared: 

 
“The detention of an American citizen under these circumstances has caused alarm 
among many Members of the United States Congress, and raises serious doubts about 
your government’s willingness to improve relations with the United States . . . We 
urge you in the strongest possible terms to immediately and unconditionally release 
Mr. Aung and allow him to return to the United States.” 

 
Other signatories to the letter include House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD), 
Assistant to the Speaker Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), and Rep. Dana Rohrabacher 
(R-CA), ranking member on the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
International Organizations, Human Rights, and Oversight. 

 
Freedom Now President Jared Genser stated: “We hope that this important 
intervention by such a prominent group of Members of Congress will make clear to 
the Burmese junta that the United States will first look to the treatment of one of its 
own citizens in assessing the junta’s willingness to engage in dialogue.” 
 
Mr. Aung, a democracy activist, was arrested by Burmese authorities on September 3, 
2009.  He was attempting to visit his mother, also an imprisoned democracy activist, 
who has cancer.  Mr. Aung is falsely accused of using a forged Burmese identity card 
and illegally importing currencies into the country.  He is on trial for these alleged 
violations and is detained in Burma’s notorious Insein prison. 

 
The Burmese junta has deprived Mr. Aung of his right to U.S. consular access since 
December 3, 2009.  He was also deprived of this right during the first 17 days of his 
detention.  In addition to this violation of international law, Burmese authorities 
tortured Mr. Aung.  He was deprived of food and sleep, beaten, and denied medical 
treatment.  He is also being denied his rights under Burmese law to a public trial and 
access to counsel.  
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