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BASIS FOR ñURGENT ACTIONò REQUEST 

 After nearly 27 months of detention, Chief Ebrima Manneh continues to languish in the 

custody of the Republic of The Gambia.
1
  Agents of the Gambian National Intelligence Agency 

arrested Mr. Manneh, a senior reporter for the Banjul-based Daily Observer newspaper, on July 

7, 2006.
2
  Gambia has since held Mr. Manneh incommunicado, without charge or trial.

3
  

 

 There are two reasons the Working Group should consider the Petitionerôs case pursuant 

to the ñUrgent Actionò procedure.
4
  First, Mr. Manneh has serious medical problems, including 

high blood pressureðña condition he allegedly developed in detention.ò
5
  Further, Mr. Manneh 

has been ñdenied access to adequate medical care,ò
6
 despite a fleeting visit to a hospital in Banjul 

while in government custody.
7
  Abysmal prison conditions likely aggravate his medical 

problems.  Mr. Manneh has been held ñin solitary confinementò and forced to bear 

ñdehumanizingò conditions, as he and his fellow ñdetainees [have been] made to sleep on bare 

floor[s] in overcrowded cells.ò
8
  Such conditions, magnified by his inability to communicate 

with relatives or colleagues, gravely endanger Mr. Mannehôs physical and emotional health.  

 Second, Mr. Manneh is at serious risk of being tortured by the Gambian government.
9
  

Numerous Gambians allege credible claims of torture at the hands of their government.
10

  

                                                           
1
  See Media Foundation of West Africa, MFWAôs Lawyersô Issue Ultimatum to ECOWAS 

Commission Over Detained Gambian Journal[ist], Aug. 7, 2008, 

http://www.mediafound.org/index.php?option=com_content &task=view&id=191&lang=en.   
2
  See id. 

3
  See id. 

4
  See Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, E/CN.4/1998/44 (December 14, 

1997), Annex 1 at ¶ 22-24.   
5
  Committee to Protect Journalists, In Gambia, Government-Held Reporter Sighted at Hospital, 

July 30, 2007, http://www.cpj.org/news/2007/africa/gambia30july07na.html [hereinafter Sighted 

at Hospital].  Mr. Mannehôs condition is known because witnesses saw him receive treatment for 

high blood pressure while in state custody at the Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital.  His relatives 

confirmed that he did not have high blood pressure before his detention.  See id. 
6
  Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, ECW/CCJ/JUD/03/08, at 5, 11, 

Community Court of Justice of the Economic Community of West African States [hereinafter 

Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia].  
7
  See Sighted at Hospital.   

8
   Chief Ebrima Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 5.  The Community Court of Justice 

found that the facts alleged by Mr. Mannehôs counsel in that decision were ñcredibleò and it thus 

accepted them.  See id. at 11.  
9
  Numerous treaty provisions outlaw torture.  See, e.g., International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights, G.A.  Res. 2200A (XXI), 21 U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 16), at 52, U.N. Doc. 

A/6316 (1966), 999 U.N.T.S. 171, entered into force 23 March 1976, at art. 7 [hereinafter Intôl. 

Cov. on Civ. And Pol. Rights]. 
10

  U.S. State Depôt. Country Reports on Human Rights, The Gambia (2007), 

http://www.state.gov/g/rls/hrrpt/2007/100483.htm.   See also Freedom House, Freedom in the 
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According to the U.S. State Department, Gambian security forces have tortured defendants with 

ñelectrocution, cigarette burns, plastic bags held over peopleôs heads, knife wounds, cold water 

treatments, and threats of being of shot.ò
11

  The Gambian government appears to have a special 

propensity to torture members of the press.  For instance, the editor of the private Gambian 

newspaper, The Independent, alleges that he recently received ñelectric shocks . . . to his naked 

bodyò while detained by Gambian security forces.
12

  Mr. Mannehôs release must be urgently 

secured, in the not unlikely event that he is suffering similar treatment.  

 Mr. Mannehôs  detention not only infringes his liberties, but also gravely endangers his 

life.  Consequently, the Petitioner respectfully urges the Working Group to take the urgent nature 

of Mr. Mannehôs situation into account.  The situation is made all the more pressing by Gambiaôs 

refusal to comply with a June 5, 2008 order of the Community Court of Justice (CCJ) of the 

Economic Community of West African States.
13

  In the case of Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The 

Republic of The Gambia, the CCJ demanded that Gambia immediately release Mr. Manneh from 

his ñunlawful detentionò and pay him $100,000 United States Dollars in punitive damages.
14

  

Gambia never appeared to defend the case in the CCJ and has ignored the ruling.
15

  

Finally, the Petitioner kindly requests that this Petition be considered a formal request for 

an opinion of the Working Group pursuant to Resolution 1997/50 of the Commission on Human 

Rights and reconfirmed by Resolutions 2000/36, 2003/31 and Human Rights Council Resolution 

6/4. 

MODEL QUESTIONNAIRE
16

 

I.  IDENTITY OF THE PERSON ARRESTED OR DETAINED 

                                                                                                                                                                                           

World 2008 ï Gambia, The, July 2, 2008, UNHCR Refworld, http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/ 

docid/487ca20cc.html.   
11

 U.S. State Depôt. Country Reports on Human Rights, The Gambia (2007). 
12

  Id.  
13

  See Tom Rhodes, UPDATED: In Manneh Case, Gambia Silent as Questions Mount, 

Committee to Protect Journalists, Aug. 6, 2008, http://cpj.org/blog/2008/08/in-manneh-case-

gambia-silent-as-questions-mount.php.  See also Chief Ebrima Manneh v. The Republic of The 

Gambia, at 22.   
14

  See Chief Ebrima Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 22.    
15

  See id. at 7 (noting that Gambia ñrefused or failed to attendò the CCJôs proceedings).    
16

  The Gambian governmentôs refusal to allow any access to the Petitioner (even by members of 

his own family) makes it extremely difficult to acquire all of the information requested in the 

Working Groupôs questionnaire.  Nevertheless, previous Working Group opinions hold that 

powerlessness to acquire all of the information ñshall not directly or indirectly result in the 

inadmissibility of the communication.ò  See, e.g., Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary 

Detention, E/CN.4/1997/4 (Dec. 17, 1996), Annex 1, at ¶ 8.  Consequently, the factual assertions 

in this Petition are derived from sources close to the Petitioner, including his former colleagues 

in the newspaper industry and his family.  These assertions have been substantially verified by 

the Community Court of Justice of the Economic Community of West African States in its 

landmark ruling on the Petitionerôs case on June 5, 2008.  See Chief Ebrima Manneh v. The 

Republic of The Gambia at 5, 11.   
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1.        Family name: Manneh 

2.        First name: Chief Ebrima  

3.        Sex:  Male 

4.        Birth date or age (at the time of detention): February 18, 1978.  

5.        Nationality/Nationalities:  Gambian 

6.       (a) Identity document (if any):  Gambian identification document.  

(b) Issued by: Gambian Government.  

(d) No.: 165215 

7.        Profession and/or activity (if believed to be relevant to the arrest/detention):  The 

Petitioner worked as a senior reporter for the highly-regarded Daily Observer, a newspaper based 

in Banjul, The Gambia.   

8.        Address of usual residence:   Lamin Village, The Gambia. 

II.  ARREST 

1.    Date of arrest: July 7, 2006.  

2.    Place of arrest (as detailed as possible): The Banjul offices of the Daily Observer.  

3.    Forces who carried out the arrest or are believed to have carried it out:  Two agents of the 

Gambian National Intelligence Agency.  

 

4.    Did they show a warrant or other decision by a public authority?  No. 

5.    Authority who issued the warrant or decision:  N/A  

6.    Relevant legislation applied (if known):  None. Mr. Manneh has been held incommunicado, 

without charge or trial, since his arrest.  

III.   DETENTION  

 

1.    Date of detention:  Gambian security forces arrested the Petitioner on July 7, 2006. 

2.    Duration of detention (if not known, probable duration):  The Petitioner has now been 

detained without charge or trial for over two years (approximately 27 months).   
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3.    Forces holding the detainee under custody:  Gambian state security forces, likely with the 

assistance of the National Intelligence Agency.  

4.    Places of detention (indicate any transfer and present place of detention):  The Petitionerôs 

current location is unknown.  However, witnesses have observed the Petitioner in Gambiaôs 

custody at various locations.  The Petitioner is known to have been detained in the Mile Two 

Prison in Banjul.  He has also been held in harsh conditions at the remote Fatoto Prison in 

eastern Gambia.  Additionally, an observer spotted the Petitioner at the Royal Victorian 

Teaching Hospital in Banjul in the custody of security forces.  After a few hours at the Hospital, 

security forces transferred the Petitioner to a nearby military clinic in Banjul in order to avoid 

publicity. Gambian security agents have also held the Petitioner at the National Intelligence 

Agency Headquarters, Kartong Police Station, Sibanor Police station, and Kuntaur Police 

Station.  Sources suggest that the Petitioner is now held in the Fatoto Police Station in eastern 

Gambia.  The Community Court of Justice of the Economic Community of West African States 

recounts the credible testimony of eye-witnessesô sightings of the Petitioner in its June 5
th
, 2008 

opinion in the case of Chief Ebrima Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia.  

 

5.    Authorities that ordered the detention:  The Gambian National Intelligence Agency.    

 

6.    Reasons for the detention imputed by the authorities:  The Gambia has never offered any 

reasons for the detention of the Petitioner.  Indeed, far from offering reasons for the petitionerôs 

arrest, The Gambia holds the Petitioner incommunicado, without charge or trial.  

 

7.    Relevant legislation applied (if known):  The Gambia has never charged the Petitioner with 

a crime.  Neither has The Gambia admitted that it has the Petitioner in custody, despite numerous 

sightings of the Petitioner in government custody since his arrest.   

 

IV. DESCRIBE THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ARREST AND/OR THE 

DETENTION AND INDICATE PRECISE REASONS WHY YOU CONSIDER THE 

AREST OR DETENTION TO BE ARBITRARY.  

I.     Statement of Facts 

 Part A of this Petition discusses The Gambia and its recent efforts to silence the private 

press.  Part B presents the case of Chief Ebrima Manneh, a Gambian journalist arrested more 

than two years ago by the Gambian National Intelligence Agency who has since been held 

incommunicado.  Many of the facts presented herein were independently considered and deemed 

credible by the Community Court of Justice of the Economic Community of West African States 

in its decision in Mr. Mannehôs case.
17

  The Community Court of Justiceôs decision is attached 

below as Exhibit B.  

A. The Gambia and its Suppression of the Freedoms of Speech and Press 

1. Background Information on The Gambia 

                                                           
17

   Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 11 (finding that ñAll [of] these 

facts stand uncontroverted, and they appear credible so the Court accepts themò).  
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Though Gambia purports to be a ñmultiparty, democratic republic,ò its President has 

pushed the countryôs government ever-closer to the edge of tyranny.
18

  President Alhaji Yahya 

Jammeh seized power in a 1994 coup and is currently serving his third five-year term as 

President.
19

  At least two opposition parties consistently contend against the Alliance for 

Patriotic Reorientation and Construction, the party controlled by President Jammeh.
20

  The 

opposition groups fare poorly, securing only a trivial number of seats in the National Assembly.  

Unfair elections may be somewhat responsible for this poor performance.  Freedom House 

considers Gambian national elections only ñpartially free and fair.ò
21

  Beyond the electoral 

process, the state of political and civil liberty in The Gambia has become immensely 

discouraging.  Freedom House rates the level of political freedom in Gambia a five out of seven 

(seven being the lowest level).
22

  

2. Gambiaôs Suppression of Free Speech 

The Gambia disrespects human rights in general but evinces special antagonism towards 

the rights of free speech and press.  Though the Constitution nominally protects these rights,
23

  

President Jammehôs regime routinely violates them.
24

  President Jammeh manifests gross 

hostility toward the free press, boasting recently, ñIf I have good reasons to close a newspaperôs 

offices, I will do it.ò
25

  These were not idle words.  In 2007, the President closed multiple 

newspapers
26

 and, in 2008, his government blocked the countryôs internet access to the website 

of at least one pro-democracy newspaper.
27

  Consequently, Gambia received a rating of ñnot 

freeò in Freedom Houseôs 2007 report on press freedom.
28

   

  Individual journalists often suffer extreme mistreatment.  After the adoption of an 

extremely harsh sedition and libel law in 2004, the abuse of journalists became increasingly 

                                                           
18

  U.S. State Depôt. Country Reports on Human Rights, The Gambia (2007). 
19

  Id. 
20

  Id. 
21

  Id.  
22

  Freedom House, The Worst of the Worst: The Worldôs Most Repressive Societies, May 5, 

2008, www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/special_report/62.pdf.  
23

  See CONSTITUTION OF THE SECOND REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA  art. 25, 

http://www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf.  
24

  Amnesty International, 2008 Annual Report for Gambia, http://www.amnestyusa.org/print. 

php. 
25

  Reporters Without Borders, Gambia Annual Report 2008, 

http://www.rsf.org/article.php3?id.php3id_ artile=25839.  
26

  Id.  
27

  Freedom Newspaper, Government Blocked Freedom Newspaper and AllGambian.net IP 

Addresses in June, Feb. 6, 2008, http://allafrica.com/stories/printable/200802061057.html. 
28

  Freedom House, Map of Press Freedom: The Gambia, 2007, 

http://www.freedomhouse.org/printer_friendly.cfm?page=251&year=2007 (choose ñGambia, 

Theò).   
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common.
29

  One of the most vocal critics of the 2004 law, former newspaper editor Deydra 

Heydra, was gunned down only days after its passage.
30

  Indeed, ñ[t]he arbitrary arrest and 

incommunicado detention of journalists has become commonplace in the Gambia,ò according to 

Amnesty International.
31

  The feared National Intelligence Agency stokes a culture of distrust by 

detaining and even torturing those in captivity with impunity.
32

   

B. Free Speech Under Fire:  The Detention of Chief Ebrima Manneh  

1. Background Information on Chief Ebrima Manneh 

 Thirty-year old Chief Ebrima Manneh is a senior reporter for the highly respected Daily 

Observer, a private, ñpro-governmentò newspaper headquartered in Banjul, The Gambia.
33

  Mr. 

Mannehôs former colleagues evidently hold him in high esteem, as evidenced by their 

willingness to investigate the circumstances of his detention at great risk to their careers and 

personal safety.
34

   

 Mr. Manneh served as the ñbreadwinner of his family,ò working diligently to financially 

support his aging parents and his sister in her schooling.
35

  Mr. Mannehôs arrest has caused his 

family to suffer extreme hardship.  His parents now reside in ña state of hopeless devastationò
36

 

and his sisterôs education now hangs in ñlimbo, as she has no one to sponsor her.ò 
37

  In a recent 

article in The Point newspaper, Mr. Mannehôs father, Mr. Sarjo Manneh, woefully described life 

after his sonôs disappearance:  ñEver since his disappearance the entire family has been in 

                                                           
29

  See BBC News, Country Profile: The Gambia, Mar. 4, 2008, 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/country_profiles/1032156.stm. 
30

  Id.  See also Media Foundation of West Africa, US Senator Calls for Gambian Journalistôs 

Release, Aug. 1, 2008, http://www.mediafound.org/index.php?option=com_content& 

task=view&id=187&lang=en (quoting United States Senator Richard J. Durbinôs comments on 

the murder of Deydra Heydra, as well as his demand for Gambia to release Chief Ebrima 

Manneh).  
31

  Amnesty International, Gambia: Chief Ebrima B. Manneh:  reporter in incommunicado 

detention, http://www.amnestyusa.org/bannedbooks/pdf/ebrimabmanneh.pdf (last visited Oct. 

10, 2008).  See also Reporters Without Borders, Gambia Annual Report 2008 (noting many other 

stories of journalist-abuse in The Gambia).  Many other non-journalists in Gambia ñwere held 

incommunicado, faced prolonged pretrial detention, and were denied due process.ò  U.S. State 

Depôt. Country Reports on Human Rights, The Gambia (2007), Mar. 11, 2008, 

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2007/100483.htm.   
32

  See Reporters Without Borders, Gambia Annual Report 2008. 
33

  Media Foundation for West Africa, Illegal Imprisonment of Ebrima Manneh Reaches Second 

Year, July 7, 2008, http://www.mediafound.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view 

&id=176&lang=en.  The Daily Observer can be accessed online at http://www.observer.gm/. 
34

  Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 5-6.  
35

  See Pateh Kinteh, Chief Ebrima Manneh 427+ Days Disappearance, THE GAMBIA ECHO, Sep. 

14, 2007, http://www.thegambiaecho.com/Homepage/tabid/36/articleType /ArticleView/ 

articleId/751/Chief-Ebrima-Manneh-427-Days-Disappearace.aspx. 
36

  See id. 
37

  See id. 
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difficulty. We have been suffering an appalling fate.ò
38

  Showcasing the financial and emotional 

stress that Mr. Mannehôs detention places on his family, Mr. Mannehôs father further lamented 

that ñlife has not been worth living.ò
39

     

2. Mr. Mannehôs Arbitrary Arrest and Subsequent Imprisonment  

 On July 7, 2006, two plainclothes agents of Gambiaôs National Intelligence Agency 

arrested Mr. Manneh in the Daily Observerôs Banjul office.
40

  The agents did not inform Mr. 

Manneh of the reason for his arrest.
41

  Some 27 months later, Mr. Manneh remains in custody.  

Gambia has neither charged Mr. Manneh with a crime nor given him a trial.  Instead, Gambia 

continues to detain Mr. Manneh incommunicado, without any access to the outside world.
42

 

a.   The Likely Reason for Mr. Mannehôs Arrest 

Gambia refuses to acknowledge the reason behind Mr. Mannehôs arrest, or even to 

acknowledge arresting him at all.
43

  Credible sources, however, claim that Mr. Mannehôs arrest 

stemmed from his interactions with a BBC reporter who wrote an article about an upcoming 

African Union (AU) Summit in Banjul.
44

  The BBCôs article apparently mentioned the fact that 

Gambian President Yahya Jammeh attained his position through a coup.
45

  Mr. Manneh may 

have tried to republish this innocuous article in the Daily Observer, at which point the National 

Intelligence Agency arrested him.
46

   

Though the Petitioner does not know exactly which BBC article may have spurred the 

arrest, a BBC article on June 29, 2006 is the most likely impetus.
47

  This article, with a foreign 

audience obviously in mind, simply restated what everyone already knew: ñThe host of this 

                                                           
38

  Gibba, Abba A.S., Two Years on, Chief Mannehôs Parents Still in Tears, THE POINT, Oct. 9, 

2008, http://thepoint.gm/africa/gambia/article/2008/10/9/two-years-on-chief-mannehs-parents-

still-in-tears.    
39

  See id. 
40

  Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 5-6.   
41

  See id. at 14 (finding that, ñThe reason for the arrest of the plaintiff has not been 

communicated to himò).   
42

  See Committee to Protect Journalists, In Gambia, Government-Held Reporter Sighted at 

Hospital, July 30, 2007, http://www.cpj.org/news/2007/africa/gambia30july07na.html. 
43

  Media Foundation of West Africa, Illegal Imprisonment of Ebrima Manneh Reaches Second 

Year. 
44

  See, e.g., United States Senator Richard J. Durbin, America as a Champion of Human Rights: 

The Detention of Gambian Journalist Ebrima Manneh, Prepared Remarks for Speech Delivered 

on the Senate Floor, at 2, July 30, 2008, http://www.gambiapressunion.org/fileadmin/templates/ 

GPU/images/PDF/U.S._Sen._Durbin_Senate_Floor_Remarks_re_Chief_Manneh__7.30.08_.pdf 

[hereinafter Senator Durbin, The Detention of Gambian Journalist Ebrima Manneh].   
45

  See Pateh Kinteh, supra note 35 (claiming that the BBC article mentioned the fact that 

President Jammeh rose to power through a coup). 
46

  See Senator Durbin, The Detention of Gambian Journalist Ebrima Manneh, at 2. 
47

  See BBC News, AU to Discuss Democracy Charter, June 29, 2006, http://news.bbc.co. 

uk/2/hi/africa/5127830.stm.  
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[African Union] meeting, Gambian President Yahya Jammeh, like several of his peers, is a 

former soldier and coup-maker who later legitimised his rule through an electoral process.ò
48

   

Given the factual nature of the article, Mr. Mannehôs attempts to republish it cannot be 

considered harmful or unlawful.  Nevertheless, President Jammeh, perhaps desiring to cloak the 

origins of his power from his public or the visiting dignitaries, seemingly opted to arrest and 

detain Mr. Manneh.  Because absolutely no evidence suggests that Mr. Manneh was involved in 

any subversive activities, his arrest and detention are unjustifiable.  

b. Gambiaôs Maltreatment of Mr. Manneh  

Since his arrest, numerous observers have spotted Mr. Manneh in state custody, despite 

Gambiaôs attempts to shroud the detention in secrecy.
49

  Government agents have transferred Mr. 

Manneh to prisons across Gambia.  Mr. Manneh has spent time in Banjulôs notorious Mile Two 

Prison; the headquarters of the National Intelligence Agency; in police station prisons near 

Banjul; and the Fatoto Police Station, a facility located approximately 400 kilometers from 

Banjul.
50

  According to recent reports, Mr. Manneh is currently confined at the Fatoto Police 

Station in eastern Gambia.
51

  

 Mr. Manneh may be experiencing deeply inhumane treatment while in detention.  First, 

Mr. Manneh may well have suffered torture, much as other credible sources allege being tortured 

at the hands of the Gambian regime.
52

  The alleged acts of torture include everything from 

electrocution to knife wounds to cold water treatments.
53

  Second, Mr. Manneh has cruelly been 

held in solitary confinement and forced to ñsleep on bare floors in overcrowded cells.ò
54

  His 

treatment is part of a larger practice whereby Gambian ñ[s]ecurity forces harassed and mistreated 

detainees . . . and journalists with impunity.ò 
55

 Mr. Manneh must not be made to endure such 

heinous and illegal treatment.   

Such inhumane treatment likely compounds Mr. Mannehôs dire health problems.  As 

discussed in the Urgent Action section of this Petition, Mr. Manneh suffers from high blood 

pressure, a condition likely caused by his detention.
56

   In fact, his high blood pressure grew 

extreme enough for Gambian security forces to take Mr. Manneh to a hospital.
57

  While at the 

                                                           
48

  See id.  
49

  See Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 4-8 (recounting the testimony 

of witnesses who observed Mr. Manneh in state custody).   
50

  Joel Simon, Protest Letter: Gambian Reporter Said to be in State Custody; CPJ Seeks 

Release, Committee to Protect Journalists, Feb. 6, 2007, http://www.cpj.org/protests/ 

07ltrs/africa/gambia06feb07pl.html.   
51

  See Senator Durbin, supra note 44, at 2.     
52

  U.S. State Depôt. Country Reports on Human Rights, supra note 31. 
53

  See id. 
54

  Chief Ebriman Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 5.   
55

  See U.S. State Depôt. Country Reports on Human Rights, supra note 31. 
56

  See Committee to Protect Journalists, In Gambia, Government-Held Reporter Sighted at 

Hospital. 
57

  See id. 
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hospital, witnesses observed Mr. Manneh receiving treatment in state custody.
58

  Despite his 

serious conditions, however, Mr. Manneh is generally ñdenied access to adequate medical 

care.ò
59

     

Though one source suggests that Mr. Manneh has perished in detention,
60

 no evidence 

supports this theory.  Indeed, substantial evidence suggests that Mr. Manneh is still alive.  For 

instance, the Minority Leaders of the Gambian Parliament urged Gambiaôs president on July 3, 

2008, to release Chief Manneh.  If Mr. Manneh were dead, the Minority Leader likely would not 

have put his own life at risk by making such a bold demand.
61

  Similarly, U.S. Senator Richard J. 

Durbin gave a speech in Congress on July 30, 2008 calling on Gambia to release Mr. Manneh.
62

  

In his address, Senator Durbin lamented the fact that his inquiries to the Gambian Ambassador to 

the United States had been met with only ñshameful silence.ò
63

   

3. A Chorus of Complaints:  The Response to Mr. Mannehôs Detention  

  

 Organizations worldwide have decried Mr. Mannehôs unjust detention.  First among these 

organizations is the Community Court of Justice (CCJ) of the Economic Community of West 

African States (ECOWAS).  On June 5, 2008, the CCJ issued a seminal decision declaring Mr. 

Mannehôs detention to be in violation of international law.
64

  Under the binding order,
65

 Gambia 

must release Mr. Manneh and pay $100,000 in damages to his relatives.
66

  The Gambian 

government, which did not defend itself in the CCJ proceedings, has ignored the ruling.
67

  

                                                           
58

  See id.  
59

  Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 5. 
60

  See Press Release, Reporters Without Borders, Regional Court Orders Gambia to Release 

Journalist Missing Since Arrest in July 2006 (June 9, 2008), 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200806090892.html.  
61

  Media Foundation of West Africa, Gambia Update: Gambiaôs Minority Leader Asks the 

Government to Free Chief Ebrima Manneh, Jul. 10, 2008, 

http://www.mediafound.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=17 7&Itemid=1. 
62

   See United States Senator Richard J. Durbin, America as a Champion of Human Rights: The 

Detention of Gambian Journalist Ebrima Manneh, Prepared Remarks for Speech Delivered on 

the Senate Floor, July 30, 2008, http://www.gambiapressunion.org/fileadmin/templates/ 

GPU/images/PDF/U.S._Sen._Durbin_Senate_Floor_Remarks_re_Chief_Manneh__7.30.08_.pdf. 
63

  See id. at 2.  
64

  Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 21-22.     
65

  Gambia is legally bound by the CCJôs opinion. As explained by the Media Foundation of 

West Africa, ñOn January 9, 2005, President Jammeh was among 15 heads of state who signed a 

supplementary protocol amending the 1991 Protocol on the Community Court of Justice to 

include trial of human rights violations of citizens.ò  Media Foundation for West Africa, MFWA 

Urges ECOWAS Leaders to Pressure President Jammeh to Respect ECOWAS Court. 
66

   Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 21-22. 
67

   See Media Foundation for West Africa, MFWA Urges ECOWAS Leaders to Pressure 

President Jammeh to Respect ECOWAS Court. 
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 The CCJôs judgment is only the latest outcry against Gambiaôs detention of Mr. Manneh.  

Amnesty International, for instance, considers Mr. Manneh to be a prisoner of conscience and 

advocates his immediate release.
68

  Most notably, the Media Foundation of West Africa 

(MFWA) funded and directed Mr. Mannehôs case before the CCJ.  MFWAôs director, Kwame 

KariKari, testified in the case.  Countless other organizations that specialize in media freedom 

have supported Mr. Manneh.  International groups like the Committee to Protect Journalists
69

 

and Reporters Without Borders
70

 have researched the case extensively and implored President 

Jammeh to release Mr. Manneh.   

 Local organizations and newspapers also cover Mr. Mannehôs story at extreme personal 

risk.  For instance, the ñumbrella body for journalists in The Gambia,ò the Gambia Press Union, 

follows Mr. Mannehôs case and advocates for his release.
71

  Banjul-based newspaper, The Point, 

often features articles about Mr. Mannehôs disappearance,
72

 as does the Foroyaa newspaper.
73

  In 

order to educate the public about Mr. Mannehôs case, these reporters must place themselves in 

grave danger.  Underscoring this danger, Gambian police recently arrested a reporter for the 

Foroyaa newspaper while he investigated Mr. Mannehôs detention at a police station outside of 

Banjul.
74

     

II.       Analysis 

Gambiaôs detention of Mr. Manneh constitutes an arbitrary deprivation of liberty, falling 

into categories I, II and III of the classification of cases defined by the Working Group.
75

   

                                                           
68

  Press Release, Amnesty International, Amnesty International Calls for the Reopening of The 

Independent and the Release of Chief Manneh (Mar. 28, 2007), 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/AFR27/001/2007/en/dom-AFR270012007en.html. 
69

  For instance, the Committee to Protect Journalists sent a letter to President Jammeh 

demanding Mr. Mannehôs release.  See Joel Simon, Protest Letter: Gambian Reporter Said to be 

in State Custody; CPJ Seeks Release, Committee to Protect Journalists, Feb. 6, 2007, 

http://www.cpj.org/protests/07ltrs/africa/gambia06feb07pl.html.  
70

  See, e.g., Reporters Without Borders, Regional Court Orders Gambia to Release Journalist 

Missing Since Arrest in July 2006, June 9, 2008, http://www.rsf.org/article.php3?id_ 

article=27384.     
71

  See Gambia Press Union, GPU Background and Vision, http://www.gambiapressunion.org/ 

(last visited Oct. 9, 2008).    
72

  See, e.g., Gibba, Abba A.S., Two Years on, Chief Mannehôs Parents Still in Tears, Oct. 9, 

2008, THE POINT, http://thepoint.gm/africa/gambia/article/2008/10/9/two-years-on-chief-

mannehs-parents-still-in-tears.  
73

  See Foroyaa Online, http://www.foroyaa.gm/modules/news/ (last visited Oct. 9, 2008) (see, in 

particular, the section on ñHuman Rightsò).   
74

  See Media Foundation of West Africa, Gambia: óForoyaaô Newspaper Reporter Detained 

Overnight While Investigating Journalistôs Arrest, June 23, 2008, 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200806240028.html.   
75

  See Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Fact Sheet No. 26, The Working 

Group on Arbitrary Detention, United Nations, http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/ 
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Mr. Mannehôs case qualifies as a Category I detention because his detention ñcannot be 

linked to any legal basis.ò
76

  Highlighting this fact, the Community Court of Justice of the 

Economic Community of West African States observed that ñno criminal offence known to the 

law of the Republic of The Gambia has been leveled againstò Mr. Manneh.
77

  Detentions not 

grounded in law patently violate Mr. Mannehôs rights under Article 9(1) of the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
78

 (ICCPR) (preventing deprivations of liberty not ñon 

such grounds and in accordance with such procedures as are established by lawò) and Article 6 

of the African Charter of Human and Peopleôs Rights (ACHPR) (preventing deprivations of 

liberty when not ñfor reasons and conditions previously laid down by lawò).
79

  Detaining Mr. 

Manneh without a legal basis also infringes Article 19(1) of the Gambian Constitution which 

presents an identical guarantee.
80

  

Mr. Mannehôs case qualifies as a Category II detention because it can be imputed that 

Gambia detained him based on the peaceable exercise of his fundamental right to freedom of 

expression in connection with his job as a newspaper reporter.  In particular, Gambiaôs detention 

of Mr. Manneh transgresses Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights (guaranteeing the ñright to freedom of opinion and expressionò) and Article 19 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (guaranteeing the ñright to receive and impart 

information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiersò).  Gambia has also violated 

Article 9 of the African Charter of Human and Peopleôs Rights which guarantees the right of one 

to ñexpress and disseminate his opinions within the law.ò
81

   

Finally, Mr. Mannehôs detention satisfies the requirements of a Category III detention 

because Gambia has denied him a trial or of any chance to contest his detention.  In detaining 

Mr. Manneh completely incommunicado, without charge or trial, Gambia has violated Article 14 

of the ICCPR, Article 7 of the ACHPR and Article 19(5) of the Gambian Constitution, all of 

which afford a right to a trial within a reasonable time.  Additionally, Gambiaôs failure to allow 

Mr. Manneh the opportunity to contest his detention before a judge violates Article 9 of the 

ICCPR, Principle 37 of the Body of Principles and Article 19 of the Gambian Constitution, 

which guarantee detainees the chance to contest the legality of their detention.   

A. Gambiaôs Detention of Mr. Manneh Has No Legal Basis and is Thus Manifestly 

Arbitrary  

Gambiaôs two-year detention of Mr. Manneh has no legal basis, evidenced by Gambiaôs 

refusal to provide any reason for Mr. Mannehôs arrest or to charge him with a crime.
82

  

Consequently, Gambiaôs detention of Mr. Manneh offends the provisions of international law 

                                                                                                                                                                                           

Publications/FactSheet26en.pdf (last visited Oct. 9, 2008) [hereinafter Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, Fact Sheet No. 26]. 
76

  See id. 
77

  Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 12. 
78

   See Intôl. Cov. on Civ. And Pol. Rights art. 9(1). 
79

   See Afr. Char. On Hum. And Peoplesô Rights art 6.  
80

  CONSTITUTION OF THE SECOND REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA  art. 19(1).   
81

  Afr. Char. On Hum. And Peoplesô Rights arts. 8, 9. 
82

  See Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 6, 12. 
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and of the Gambian Constitution that prohibit arbitrary deprivations of liberty.  Article 9 of the 

ICCPR prevents liberty deprivations that are not ñon such grounds and in accordance with such 

procedures as are established by law.ò
83

  Likewise, Article 6 of the ACHPR allows only those 

deprivations of liberty that are ñfor reasons and conditions previously laid down by law.ò
84

  At 

the state level, the Gambian Constitution guarantees in Article 19(1) that ñNo one shall be 

deprived of his or her liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedures as 

established by law.ò
85

 

Gambia has never given any legal reason for Mr. Mannehôs arrest and subsequent 

detention.  Indeed, the ñGambian government continues to deny the fact that [Mr. Manneh] was 

arrested and is being held.ò
86

  The agency directly responsible for Mr. Mannehôs arrest and 

detention, the National Intelligence Agency, also ñhas yet to give any official reason for the 

actions taken against Manneh.ò
87

  In light of these facts, the ECOWAS Community Court of 

Justice held that, ñSince [Gambia] has failed to establish that the arrest and detention of the 

plaintiff was in accord with the provisions of any previously laid down law, the plaintiff is 

entitled to the restoration of his personal liberty and the security of his person.ò
88

 

Even if Gambia were to allege a statutory basis for Mr. Mannehôs detention, any such 

statute would likely violate the Gambian Constitution.  Article 25 of the Constitution guarantees 

the right to ñfreedom of speech and expression, which include[s] freedom of the press and other 

media.ò
89

  Article 4 declares that, ñThis constitution is the supreme law of The Gambia and any 

other law found to be inconsistent with any provision of this Constitution shall, to the extent of 

the inconsistency, be void.ò
90

  Hence, if a law provided that citizens can be arrested and detained 

                                                           
83

  Intôl. Cov. on Civ. And Pol. Rights.  See also Body of Principles for the Protection of All 

Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment, G.A. Res. 43/173, annex, 43 U.N. 

GAOR Supp. (No. 49) at 298, U.N. Doc. A/43/49 (1988) [hereinafter Body of Principles]. 

Principle Two of the Body of Principles mandates that ñArrest, detention or imprisonment shall 

only be carried out strictly in accordance with the provisions of the law and by competent 

officials or persons authorized for that purpose.ò  See id.  Likewise, Principle 36 states that the 

ñdetention of such a person pending investigation and trial shall be carried out only for the 

purposes of the administration of justice and under conditions and procedures specified by law.ò 

Id.  ñ[R]estrictionsò that are ñnot strictly required for the purpose of detention or to prevent 

hindrance to the process of investigation . . . shall be forbidden.ò  Id.  Gambia has never offered 

any reason to justify its two year detention of Mr. Manneh.  Hence, Gambiaôs continued 

detention of Mr. Manneh clearly violates the Body of Principles.   
84

  See Afr. Char. On Hum. And Peoplesô Rights. 
85

  CONSTITUTION OF THE SECOND REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA  art. 19(1), 

http://www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf.    
86

  See Media Foundation of West Africa, Illegal Imprisonment of Ebrima Manneh Reaches 

Second Year, July 7, 2008, http://www.mediafound.org/index.php?option=com_content& 

task=view&id=176&lang=en.    
87

  Id. 
88

  See Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 15. 
89

  CONSTITUTION OF THE SECOND REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA  art. 25.  
90

  Id. art 4.  
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merely for attempting to republish a BBC news report that contained mild criticism of Gambiaôs 

Presidentða scenario which describes the act that likely resulted in Mr. Mannehôs arrest
91
ðthat 

law should prove invalid under Article 4 as violative of Article 25 of the Gambian Constitution.
92

  

Moreover, such a law would likely violate the robust free speech guarantees provided for in the 

international treaties to which Gambia is a party.
93

  

 Accordingly, Gambiaôs unlawful detention of Mr. Manneh is arbitrary,
94

 satisfying the 

standard applicable to Category I detentions.
95

 

B. Gambiaôs Detention of Mr. Manneh Resulted from the Exercise of His Fundamental 

Right to Freedom of Expression, including the Rights of Free Speech and Free Press   

In arresting Mr. Manneh, the Gambian Government likely sought to quash Mr. Mannehôs 

freedom of expression.  Agents from the Gambian National Intelligence Agency arrested Mr. 

Manneh as he sought to reprint in the Daily Observer a BBC article that the government found 

objectionable.
96

  And for this Mr. Manneh has been held incommunicado more than two years 

and his family has been made to suffer extreme economic and emotional hardship.
97

  The facts 

establish that Mr. Mannehôs confinement qualifies as a Category II detention because it likely 

resulted from the denial of his rights to freedom of expression through the mediums of speech 

and press. 

 The ICCPR, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the African 

Charter on Human and Peopleôs Rights each protect the right of freedom of expression and the 

accompanying rights to free speech and press.  Article 19(2) of the ICCPR guarantees the ñright 

to freedom of expression,ò a right that includes the ñfreedom to seek, receive and impart 

information and ideas of all kinds regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in 

                                                           
91

  See Senator Durbin, supra note 44, at 2.   
92

  See id. 
93

  See e.g., Intôl. Cov. on Civ. And Pol. Rights. art. 19 (guaranteeing the ñright to freedom of 

opinion and expression,ò including the right to ñseek, receive and impart information and ideas 

through any media and regardless of frontiersò).  Gambia ratified the ICCPR on June 22, 1979.  

See Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Status of Ratifications 

of the Principal International Human Rights Treaties, June 9, 2004, http://www.unhchr.ch/pdf 

/report.pdf.   See also Afr. Char. On Hum. And Peoplesô Rights art. 9 (providing the right for one 

to ñdisseminate his opinions within the lawò).   
94

  See Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 22 (ordering Gambia to 

ñrelease[] Chief Ebrimah Manneh herein from unlawful detention without any further delay upon 

being served with a  copy of this judgmentò).   
95

  See Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, supra note 76.    
96

  See Senator Durbin, supra note 44, at 2.  It should be noted that Gambia has not commented 

on the reasons for Mr. Mannehôs arrest.  Thus, these reasons must be reconstructed through the 

credible account of observers and by the nature of the circumstances surrounding his detention.   
97

  See, e.g., Gibba, Abba A.S., Two Years on, Chief Mannehôs Parents Still in Tears, THE POINT, 

Oct. 9, 2008, http://thepoint.gm/africa/gambia/article/2008/10/9/two-years-on-chief-mannehs-

parents-still-in-tears.     
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the form of art, or through any media of [a personôs] choice.ò
98

  This robust right is augmented 

by Article 19 of the UDHR, which provides for ñthe right to freedom of opinion and expression,ò 

a guarantee that ñincludes freedom to . . . receive and impart information and ideas through any 

media and regardless of frontiers.ò
99

  Correspondingly, Articles 9(1) and 9(2) of the ACHPR 

assure one the ñright to receive informationò
100

 and the ñright to express and disseminate his 

opinions within the law.ò
101

   

 Gambiaôs detention of Mr. Manneh plainly violates the protection of free speech and 

press contained in international law.  Mannehôs detention most likely stemmed from his attempt 

to republish in the Daily Observer a BBC news article which mentioned that President Jammeh 

rose to power through a coup.
102

  Perhaps in order to shield this fact from his public, President 

Jammeh jailed Mr. Manneh before the Daily Observer published the piece.  In seeking to 

republish the article, Mr. Manneh exercised his ñright to freedom of expressionò guaranteed in 

the ICCPR as he attempted to ñimpart information and ideas . . . in printò to the Daily Observerôs 

readership.
103

  The related rights respectively preserved in Article 19 of the UDHR and in Article 

9 of the ACHPR also counsel this conclusion.    

 Though Article 19(3) of the ICCPR allows the restriction of the right to freedom of 

expression in certain circumstances, those circumstances do not present themselves here.  The 

right to freedom of expression can only be constrained when ñprovided by lawò and when 

ñnecessary . . . to respect the rights or reputations of othersò or to protect the ñnational security or 

of public order . . . .ò
104

  Two reasons confirm the conclusion that these conditions are not 

applicable in Mr. Mannehôs case.   First, Mr. Manneh was not detained pursuant to any law.
105

  

According to the ICCPR, only restrictions ñprovided by lawò can legally constrain the right to 

freedom of expression.
106

   

Second, even if Mr. Manneh were detained pursuant to a law that restricted the right of 

free speech, such a law would not be ñnecessaryò to ñrespect . . . the rights or reputations of 

othersò or to protect national security.
107

  Detaining a newspaper reporter who sought to 

republish an article relating the well-known fact that President Jammeh came to power through a 

coup was surely not necessary to preserve any reputational interest of President Jammehôs.  The 

                                                           
98

  Intôl. Cov. on Civ. And Pol. Rights. art. 19(2). 
99

  See Senator Durbin, supra note 44, at 2.  To view the BBC article that Mr. Manneh likely 

tried to republish, see BBC News, AU to Discuss Democracy Charter, June 29, 2006, 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/5127830.stm. 
100

  Afr. Char. On Hum. And Peoplesô Rights art. 9(1). 
101

  Id. art. 9(2). 
102

  See Senator Durbin, supra note 44, at 2.  To view the BBC article that Mr. Manneh likely 

tried to republish, see BBC News, AU to Discuss Democracy Charter, June 29, 2006, 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/5127830.stm. 
103

  See Intôl. Cov. on Civ. And Pol. Rights. art. 19(2). 
104

  See id. at 19(3).   
105

  See Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 14.  
106

  See id.   
107

  See id. 



16 

 

BBC article was not at all slanderous.
108

  It merely presented an obvious truth from President 

Jammehôs past.
109

  Even if censoring the article itself were deemed ñnecessaryò under Article 

19(3) of the ICCPR, detaining incommunicado for more than two years a reporter who sought to 

republish the article would not be ñnecessaryò means through which to achieve that end.  

Consequently, Gambiaôs detention of Mr. Manneh violates the ICCPR, the UDHR and the 

ACHPR.  

C. Gambiaôs Incommunicado Detention of Mr. Manneh Denies Him the Right of a 

Trial  and the Right to Contest his Detention, Thus Affirming  the Arbitrary Nature  

of His Detention 

Gambia has neither given Mr. Manneh a trial nor given him a hearing to adjudicate the 

legitimacy of his detention, in stark violation of the ICCPR, the UDHR, the Body of Principles, 

the Gambian Constitution and the ACHPR.  Article 14 of the ICCPR protects the rights ñto a fair 

and public hearingò
110

 and ñto be tried without undue delay.ò
111

  Likewise, the Body of 

Principles provides in Principle 36 that detainees ñshall be presumed innocent and shall be 

treated as such until proved guilty according to law in a public trial . . . .ò
112

  Article 19(5) of the 

Gambian Constitution dictates that persons arrested and ñnot tried within a reasonable timeò are 

to be ñreleased either unconditionally or upon reasonable conditions.ò
113

  Complementing this 

provision, Article 7 of the ACHPR provides for the rights ñto have [oneôs] cause heard,ò
114

 ñto 

be presumed innocent until proven guilty by a competent tribunalò
115

 and the ñright to be tried 

within a reasonable time by an impartial court or tribunal.ò
116

   

Beyond Gambiaôs failure to hold a trial, Gambia has also failed to allow Mr. Manneh to 

contest his detention before a judge.  Article 9(4) of the ICCPR asserts the right of a detainee to 

ñtake proceedings before a court, in order that a court may decide without delay on the 

lawfulness of his detention and order his release if the detention is not lawful.ò
117

  The Body of 

Principles further mandates in Article 37 that a detainee ñshall be brought before a judicial or 

other authority provided by law promptly after his arrest . . . [to] decide without delay upon the 

lawfulness and necessity of detention.ò
118

  Lastly, Article 19(2) of the Gambian Constitution 

mandates that persons arrested receive notice of the reason for their arrest ñwithin three hoursò 

                                                           
108

  See BBC News, supra note 103.    
109

  See id. 
110

  Intôl. Cov. on Civ. And Pol. Rights. art. 14(1). 
111

  Id. art. 14(3)(c).  
112

  Body of Principles, supra note 83, Principle 36.   
113

  CONSTITUTION OF THE SECOND REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA  art. 19(5).   
114

  Afr. Char. On Hum. And Peoplesô Rights art. 7. 
115

  Id. art. 7(b). 
116

  Id. art. 7(d).  
117

  Intôl. Cov. on Civ. And Pol. Rights. art. 9(4) (emphasis added).   
118

  Body of Principles, principle 37. 



17 

 

after their apprehension
119

 and Article 19(3)(b) guarantees the right of detainees to appear before 

a judge ñwithin seventy-two hoursò after arrest.
120

    

Here, Gambia has denied Mr. Manneh the most basic right of those charged with or 

suspected of wrongdoingðthe right to trial.  The Community Court of Justice (CCJ) of the 

Economic Community of West African States resoundingly held that Gambiaôs failure to hold a 

trial in Mr. Mannehôs case violates Article 7(1) of the ACHPR, which guarantees to a detainee, 

among other things, the ñright to have his cause heard.ò
121

  In the words of the CCJ, Gambia ñhas 

failed to put [Mr. Manneh] before such a competent impartial court or tribunal for his guilt or 

innocence to be established.ò
122

   

The sheer length of time that has passed since Mr. Mannehôs arrest on July 7, 2006ð

more than two yearsðaggravates the situation.  Keeping this in mind, the CCJ held that ñholding 

a person for over a year without trial will be an unreasonable period unless proper and distinct 

justification is provided.ò
123

  The Working Group should likewise decide that more than two 

years without a trial is too long.   Such a vast span of time violates the right in Article 14 of the 

ICCPR to be ñtried without undue delay.ò
124

 

In these past two years, Gambia has also failed to have a judge determine the legality of 

Mr. Mannehôs detention, pursuant to international and Gambian law.  Specifically, Gambia has 

denied Mr. Mannehôs right pursuant to Article 9(4) of the ICCPR to ñtake proceedings before a 

court, in order that a court may decide without delay on the lawfulness of his detention and order 

release if the detention is not lawful.ò
125

  Principle 37 of the Body of Principles similarly 

guarantees the right of all detained persons to appear before a judge after arrest in order that the 

judge may ñdecide without delay upon the lawfulness and necessity of detention.ò
126

  Gambia 

has given no reason to derogate from these principles, nor could they.
127

  Further, Gambia 

violated its own laws by failing to give Mr. Manneh notice of the reason for his arrest within the 

ñthree hoursò required by Article 19(2) of the Gambian Constitution.  Thereafter, Gambia 

ignored the mandate of Article 19(3)(b) of its Constitution, which grants a right to those detained 

to appear before a judge ñwithin seventy-two hoursò after arrest.  Accordingly, the deprivation of 

                                                           
119

  CONSTITUTION OF THE SECOND REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA  art. 19(2).   
120

  Id. art. 19(3)(b).   
121

  See Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 12.   
122

  Id. 
123

  Id.  
124

  See Intôl. Cov. on Civ. And Pol. Rights. art. 14(3)(c). 
125

  See id. 9(4).  
126

  Body of Principles, principle 37. 
127

  Through Article 35(1) of the Gambian Constitution allows public authorities to restrict the 

rights rendered to detainees, this Article only applies when the National Assembly passes an 

enabling Act.  See CONSTITUTION OF THE SECOND REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA  art. 35(1).  The 

National Assembly has not passed such an act.  Even if the Assembly had passed such an act, 

detainees are still guaranteed the right to be presented with the charges against them within 

twenty-four hours of their arrest.  See CONSTITUTION OF THE SECOND REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA  

art. 36(1)(b).   
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Mr. Mannehôs right to contest his detention pursuant to the ICCPR, the Body of Principles and 

the Gambian Constitution strongly indicates the arbitrary nature of Mr. Mannehôs detention.   

The double denial of both the right to trial and the right to a determination of the legality 

of detention highlight Gambiaôs gross violations of Mr. Mannehôs human rights.  These 

violations confirm a conclusion already reached by the CCJ:  Gambia is detaining Mr. Manneh in 

clear violation of both international and Gambian law.
128

 

V. INDICATE INTERNAL STEPS, INCLUDING DOMESTIC REMEDIES, TAKEN 

ESPECIALLY WITH THE LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITIES, 

PARTICULARLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING THE DETENTION 

AND, AS APPROPRIATE, THEIR RESULTS OR THE REASONS WHY SUCH 

STEPS OR REMEDIES WERE INEFFECFTIVE OR WHY THEY WERE NOT 

TAKEN. 

Actions on behalf of Mr. Manneh have been taken both inside and outside of The 

Gambia.  Actions inside the country have been extremely limited, given the inhospitality of the 

Gambian courts to claims of this nature.  The Director of the Media Foundation of West Africa, 

Professor Kwame Karikari, testified before the CCJ that ñhis organization made the necessary 

enquiries in order to secure the release of the plaintiff [inside the Gambia] but [he] was told that 

it was impossible because of conditions prevailing at The Gambia at the time.ò
129

  Accordingly, 

the Media Foundation of West Africa then pursued the case before the ECOWAS Community 

Court of Justice (CCJ), where they achieved a ruling against Gambia on June 5, 2008.  The 

Gambia did not appear to defend the case, however, and has disrespected the Court by ignoring 

its ruling.
130

  Recently, an attorney for the Media Foundation of West Africa implored the 

President of the Economic Community of West African States to enforce the judgment.
 131

  No 

progress has resulted from these efforts.
132

  Thus, those organizations representing Mr. Manneh 

now turn to the Working Group.   

Inside Gambia, formal and informal inquiries have proved unfruitful.  Many 

organizations have contacted Gambian officials to determine the whereabouts of Mr. Manneh 

and to advocate for his release.  For instance, the Gambia Press Union, a general membership 

organization for Gambian journalists, recently met with the Vice-President of Gambia, Mrs. 

Isatou Njie Saidy, and members of the Gambian National Security Council.
133

  The National 

Security Council claimed ignorance of Mr. Mannehôs predicament.
134

  Other Gambian officials, 

                                                           
128

  See Chief Ebrimah Manneh v. The Republic of The Gambia, at 22.   
129

  See id. at 10-11.   
130

  See id. at 15 (stating that, ñthe defendant refused to appear to defend this claimò).    
131

  See Media Foundation of West Africa, MFWA Lawyersô Issue Ultimatum to ECOWAS 

Commission Over Detained Gambian Journal[ist], Aug. 7, 2008, 

http://www.mediafound.org/index.php?option=com_ content&task=view&id=191&lang=en. 
132

  See id.  
133

  See Gambia Press Union, GPU Pays Courtesy Call, http://www.gambiapressunion.org/ (last 

visited Oct. 10, 2008).    
134

  Id. 
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including the Gambian state police have publicly denied holding Mr. Manneh.
135

  A 

spokesperson for the Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital in Banjul even stated that he had ñno idea 

who gets admitted in the hospitalò after credible witnesses spotted Mr. Manneh receiving 

treatment there in 2007 while in governmental custody.
136

  

The Petitioner respectfully requests the Working Group to pronounce that Gambiaôs 

detention of Mr. Manneh is arbitrary and must therefore end in Mr. Mannehôs immediate release.  

V. FULL NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE PERSONS SUBMITTING THE 

INFORMATION (TELEPHON E AND FAX NUMBER, IF POSSIBLE). 
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  See Committee to Protect Journalists, In Gambia, Government-held Reporter Sighted at 

Hospital, July 30, 2007,  http://www.cpj.org/news/2007/africa/gambia30july07na.html. 
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  See id.  
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